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.
Big Idea: God created everything by His word, revealing His power, wisdom, and authority.

Primary Text: Genesis 1

Memory Verse: Genesis 1:1

L

Week 1 Overview

God Creates by His Word

Purpose of This Week

This opening week establishes the foundation for the entire Manna year by beginning where
Scripture begins: with God. Before questions of salvation, obedience, mission, or hope can be
answered, God must first be known as He has revealed Himself. Genesis 1 introduces God not
as an idea to be discovered, but as the eternal Creator who speaks with authority and brings all
things into being.

The sermon will establish the theological truth that God reveals Himself through His powerful
word and that creation itself testifies to His glory and authority. Group environments will not re-
teach the mechanics of creation, but will explore how God’s speaking shapes trust, worship,
obedience, and daily attentiveness to Him.

CONNECT — Why This Matters

We live in a world full of competing voices—opinions, fears, distractions, and doubts. Genesis 1
reminds us that the most powerful and trustworthy voice is God’s. When God speaks, things
change. This week invites the whole church to slow down, listen, and recover awe before the
God who still speaks with purpose and power.

ENCOUNTER — God’s Word

.
Scripture (BSB): Genesis 1

The Creation

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.




2 Now the earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep.
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters.

The First Day
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.
4 And God saw that the light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness.

5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness He called “night.” And there was evening,
and there was morning—the first day.

The Second Day

6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters, to separate the waters from
the waters.”

7 So God made the expanse and separated the waters beneath it from the waters above.
And it was so.

8 God called the expanse “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the
second day.

The Third Day
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered into one place, so that the dry
land may appear.” And it was so.

10 God called the dry land “earth,” and the gathering of waters He called “seas.” And God
saw that it was good.

11 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth vegetation: seed-bearing plants and fruit trees,
each bearing fruit with seed according to its kind.” And it was so.

12 The earth produced vegetation: seed-bearing plants according to their kinds and trees
bearing fruit with seed according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.

13 And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day.
The Fourth Day

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to distinguish between the
day and the night, and let them be signs to mark the seasons and days and years.

15 And let them serve as lights in the expanse of the sky to shine upon the earth.” And it
was so.

16 God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule
the night. And He made the stars as well.

17 God set these lights in the expanse of the sky to shine upon the earth,



18 to preside over the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And
God saw that it was good.

19 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day.
The Fifth Day

20 And God said, “Let the waters teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth in the open expanse of the sky.”

21 So God created the great sea creatures and every living thing that moves, with which
the waters teemed according to their kinds, and every bird of flight after its kind. And God
saw that it was good.

22 Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters of the seas,
and let birds multiply on the earth.”

23 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day.
The Sixth Day

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds:
livestock, land crawlers, and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so.

25 God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds, the livestock according to
their kinds, and everything that crawls upon the earth according to its kind. And God saw
that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness, to rule over the fish
of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, and over all the earth itself and every
creature that crawls upon it.”

27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them.

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and
subdue it; rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and every creature that crawls
upon the earth.”

29 Then God said, “Behold, | have given you every seed-bearing plant on the face of all the
earth, and every tree whose fruit contains seed. They will be yours for food.

30 And to every beast of the earth and every bird of the air and every creature that crawls
upon the earth—everything that has the breath of life in it—I have given every green plant
for food.” And it was so.

31 And God looked upon all that He had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there
was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.



ANCHOR — Theological Center

God is the eternal, sovereign Creator who brings all things into existence by His word alone.
Creation is not accidental or chaotic; it is intentional, ordered, and declared “good” by God
Himself. God’s word reveals who He is and establishes His authority over all creation.

CHRIST-CENTERED FOCUS

The God who spoke creation into existence is the same God who later speaks through His Son.
The creative word of Genesis prepares us to see Jesus as the Word through whom all things
were made and through whom new creation comes. From the very beginning, God’s word is
active, powerful, and life-giving.

SERMON-TO-GROUP HANDOFF

The sermon will focus on:

e God’s self-revelation as Creator
o The power and authority of God’s word
o Creation as ordered, intentional, and good

Group times should focus on:

o Trusting God’s voice over competing voices
o Cultivating awe and humility before God
e Practicing attentiveness to God’s word in daily life

DISCUSS — Shared Questions Across All Ages

» What stands out to you about how God creates in this passage?
» What does this chapter teach us about who God is?
» How should knowing God as Creator shape how we live this week?

RESPOND — Weekly Practice

Practice Listening
Each day this week, pause for a moment of silence before reading a short portion of Scripture,
asking God to help you listen to His voice with trust and humility.

Shared Language for the Whole Church



“God speaks, and it is.”
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